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knows; the deposition of the Triassic and Rhretic rocks under 
conditions which no geologist has ever clearly pictured in im­
agination-at least to the satisfaction of his fellow geologists; 
the Triassic displacements and diking; the post-Triassic degra­
dation of thousands of feet of strata and the removal of the 
debris to other regions-these and many other remarkable epi­
sodes have been completely blotted out of the geologic record 
as commonly interpreted_ But the Potomac formation nar­
rows the hiatus: the formation itself carries the record back 
from mid-Oretaceous time to the earliest dawn of the Ore­
taceons or the closing episodes of the J Ul'assic; and the 
post-Rhretic and pre-Potomac degradation will tell the story of 
the Jurassic as eloquently, when men have come to read 
geologic history in erosion as well as in deposition, as if the 
deposits of the period WCl'e exposed to observation instead of 
lying beneath the thousands of feet of newer strata forming 
the Atlantic bottom, So while the hiatus is not yet closed it is 
reduced by a fifth, a fourth, or perhaps a third of its length. 
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